increased during the last decade until 1997, overcoming the mean of 100 human cases per year and, at the same time, the occurrence of swine trichinellosis foci has increased (Bolpe & Caminoa, 1998) .
In the present paper, we describe the evolution of tri- 
MATERIAL AND METHODS

B
uenos Aires is the largest Province in Argentina not only in extension (307,571 square km) but also in population (14,204,700 inhabitants).
Annually several outbreaks of trichinellosis take place mainly during the winter season (Bolpe & Caminoa. 1994) , human infection may appears as isolated cases or affecting different groups of people who ate insufficiently cooked or raw pork, causing outbreaks or true epidemics when the infected food is produced by food factories with failures in the sanitary inspection (Bolpe & Caminoa, 1994 , Venturiello et al, 1993 .
Swine trichinellosis is usually maintained in nature on pig farms by poor basic environmental sanitation that allows close contact of pigs with wild animals (rats, etc.) and sometimes the feeding of pork with restaurant garbage without heat treatment, facilitates the animal infection (Venturiello et al, 1993) . [1996] [1997] [1998] [1999] .
RESULTS
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEILLANCE AND CONTROL OF TRICHINELLOSIS OUTBREAKS
It was possible to detect a high number of infected pigs previous to human consumption. From 1996 to 1999, helped by municipal veterinarians, several swine foci were detected sending 10,575 pigs to abattoir, removing 1,073 infected animals (Table I) .
During the last decade 156 human outbreaks with 3,072 cases of trichinellosis were found by the provincial health system, located in different Municipalities of the Province (Fig. 1) The permanent presence of the educational project designed by the commission, will guarantee the community conscience.
